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teachers was stopped. So it came about that all new recruits to
teaching, except only the priests, were members of the Party.
This meant that they had taken an oath of allegiance to the Duce,
whose orders they swore to follow even unto death. In practice,
it meant that they must wear uniform on special occasions, wear
the Party badge always, attend the meetings and processions to
which they were summoned, and feel a moral obligation to spread
the spirit of Fascism in the schools. Moreover, they had to sub-
mit to Party discipline, which was very capricious. Justice in
this kind of discipline was very often at the mercy of individual
temperaments and ambitions. The punishment that could be
inflicted by the Party, without any interference of the Govern-
ment, was the withdrawal of the membership card, or a tem-
porary suspension from Party activities. The former punish-
ment was very serious because it prevented the victim from
applying for any new post. In some cases it led to 'dismissal, as
in the case of a young scholar, Vittorio Enzo Alfieri, teacher in
the Lyceums.
The elementary schools have been more subject to pressure
than the other schools. The strong link which was created
between them and the O.N.B. had its effect on the teachers. It
was not only necessary for them to be members of the Party; it
became more and more essential that they should take an active
part in all activities of the O.N.B. The aim was to identify the
two things, school and political organization: the teachers were
urged to join the O.N.B. as officers and local leaders. This gave
a larger scope for their activity, and a better opportunity for
improving their financial position. Especially in smaller places
and villages, it became practically inconceivable that the elemen-
tary teachers should not be at the same time the officers in charge
of the youth organizations. And this was even more the case
with teachers of the rural schools when they passed under the
total control of the O.N.B.
In the universities the approach was not always easy. The
number of people who had very definite views against the regime
was such that it was not possible to dismiss them all; and it was
obvious that a mass conversion would have hardly any effect.
Moreover, the choice of new professors for vacancies was largely
in the hands of the older professors, who might take into con-
sideration scientific much more than political qualifications. The
required membership of the Party did not mean very much, and
it was regarded by most people as a formality with very little
binding force on the conscience of the tester at o; the tessera was one
of the many documents which Italians were accustomed to en-
dose with any application for a post. It was therefore thought